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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It’s that time of year again.  The

2005 SPRING CONFERENCE

Purpose, Power and Progress is the theme for our
days grow shorter.  The celebrations
of the year are just around the
corner.  It is also that time when we
think of giving to those
organizations that do the work that
we want to support.  Please think of
AAUW’s Education Foundation,
Legal Advocacy Fund, and

Leadership Institute.  Your contributions make a
difference.

We’ve had quite a year.  There were record voter turnouts
for the 2004 elections. Data is still coming in, but this was
probably the largest turnout of 18 to 29 year-olds since the
voting age was lowered from 21 to 18. The good news is
that Americans in general are more engaged in the political
process, and this year the issues have managed to drive
young people to participate in numbers that are larger than
any other time in the previous two generations.  You can
continue your political awareness locally by attending the
Grass Roots Lobby Days in Carson City in March. This
event put on by the Nevada Women’s Lobby and
supported by AAUW Nevada offers you a chance to get
closer to the Nevada legislative process.

The Association Board continues in its commitment to the
relevancy of AAUW.  They would like to begin a dialogue
about how we can get to know what women want and need
and how AAUW can serve them.  They have asked me to
determine a way to use our branch structure to reach out to
more and different women—first to listen and later to have
them join. How can we gather information from other
sources to inform our efforts?  How can we quickly and
efficiently produce our own “market research” to
supplement what we find elsewhere?  How can we share
and process that together in ways that empower action
rather than creating information overload?  Would you like
to be part of this query?  Please contact me if you would
like to be a member of an ad-hoc committee.

See you in Sparks April 29, 30 and May 1 at our
convention.

Spring State Conference being held April 29, 30
and May 1 at the Silver Club 1040 Victorian Ave.,
Sparks.  Our host for this year is the Sparks branch. 
Sparks will be celebrating their Centennial
anniversary so expect some special surprises in this
event.

The conference starts Friday evening with a
reception at 6:30 p.m.  Saturday’s events include
programs, speakers, business meeting, lunch, dinner
and awards.   Sunday consists of breakfast, business
meeting / program and will conclude about noon.  
Educational Foundation Fellowship recipients and a
panel of state and local community leaders will be
among our speakers.

This is a wonderful opportunity to hear nationally
recognized leaders in their fields as well as
networking opportunities with outstanding women
such as you.  If you have any questions, please call
Sarah Britt at    834-4752 or Carleen Ernest at 787-
8779.

AAUW Nevada on the web:
aauwnv.org
AAUW in Washington, DC on the web:
aauw.org
AAUW Member HELPLINE:
1-800-821-4364



MEMBERSHIP

Membership Dialogues
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And you won’t want to miss the AAUW National
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be a featured speaker.

One in a Million
Join the One-in-a-Million Campaign! This exciting
campaign seeks to raise $1M in unrestricted funds
for the Association this year. It started as a generous
gesture by honorary and paid life members but is
not limited to those membership categories. Each
participant who contributes $120 receives the 1881
Fund pin, which recognizes the donor’s
commitment to the mission and programs of
AAUW. You can make your contribution online or
by mail: AAUW Development Office, One-in-a-
Million Campaign, 1111 Sixteenth St. NW,
Washington, DC 20036

Holly Gallup
AAUW Nevada MembershipVP
(hgallup@bigfoot.com)

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

PUBLIC POLICY REPORT

Public Policy Resources for National Issues
The most recent issue of Action Alert, AAUW’s
monthly public policy, is online
(http://www.aauw.org/member_center/publications/
ActionAlert/actionalert_current.cfm) in the member
section of the AAUW website. November’s Action
Alert features the Public Policy and Government
Relations staff’s reaction to the election, and
National AAUW’s assessment of the outgoing
congress. It also includes updates relating to civil
rights and Title IX.

Byllie Andrews
Public Policy Chair
byllied@nvbell.net

Grassroots Lobby Days
March 6,7,8

Pinon Plaza & Legislative
Buildings

Carson City, Nevada
Contact Byllie Andrews

byllied@nvbell.net

http://www.aauw.org/member_center/dialogues.cfm
mailto:recors@aauw.org
http://www.aauw.org/nccwsl/index.cfm
http://www.aauw.nv.org/
mailto:hgallup@bigfoot.com
http://www.aauc.org/member_center/publications/ActionAlert/actionalert_current.cfm
http://www.aauc.org/member_center/publications/ActionAlert/actionalert_current.cfm
mailto:byllied@nvbell.net


Grassroots Lobby Days, 2005

Carson City is the place to be on Sunday, Monday, and
Tuesday, March 6th, 7th, and 8th as women and men from
across Nevada come to have their voices heard at the 73rd

legislative session. Sponsored by the Nevada Women’s
Lobby, a non-partisan organization that lobbies for
women’s and children’s issues, individuals learn about
current issues, such a tax reform, economic justice and the
healthcare crisis facing all Nevadans.

Grassroots Lobby Days registration is open to any
interested person. Registration forms will be available in
December. For more information please contact Byllie
Andrews at byllied@nvbell.net or 775-250-3641.

United Nations Nongovernmental
Organization Conference

Linda Hiebert Sekiguchi, representing the American
Association of University Women, attended a United
Nations (U.N.) Nongovernmental Organization
conference, "Millennium Development Goals: Civil
Society Takes Action," September 8-10 at the U. N.
headquarters in New York City.
 
The purpose of the conference was to review progress
made on the goals agreed to by all member nations at the
Monterey Summit in 2000.    In an historic agreement, the
United States promised along with all 189 member states,
to make the world a better place.  Goals were set to be
achieved by the year 2015.  Targeted are efforts to
alleviate poverty; treat and prevent the spread of the
HIV/Aids epidemic; provide universal primary education
and gender equality; reduce child and maternal mortality
rates; lower by half the number of people who suffer from
hunger or lack access to safe drinking water; empower
women; and create a global partnership to foster good
governance and economic development in the least
developed countries, including opening world markets to
their goods.
 
The United States’ chief obligation in this effort is with
North-South partnerships, assisting poorer nations in the
South to work on the areas of concern.  In this regard, the
U.S, under the current administration, promised that 0.7
percent of its gross National Product would be contributed
to the cause.  At the present time, the U.S. has reached
only a 0.14 percent level.  Some European nations have
exceeded the 0.7 percent rate as their governments have
given top priority to making the World a better and more
secure place for all people.

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

Here we are at the beginning of a new year and so
we must begin planning for contributions for the
calendar year 2005.  We will not receive our
preliminary figures for 2004 from Association until
the end of January and our final figures for the year
2004 until sometime in March, but I know that we
did make several large contributions to the
American Fellowship. 
 
 As you all know we applied to have our Nevada
Named Unit changed into an American Fellowship. 
The name of our fellowship is the Jean
Ford/Florence McClure, NV American Fellowship. 
I have not yet received confirmation that the change
occurred, however, I did get a letter telling me that
it would be voted upon at the September board
meeting of the Foundation.  As you all know this
was a big commitment that the state took on and we
are relying on each branch to do some kind of fund
raiser to raise money for this fellowship.  In order to
fully fund this fellowship, we will need to
contribute about $4000 per year for the next
twenty years.  I urge every branch to set a goal for
this fellowship based upon their membership and
then decide how they will raise the money.  If each
branch would set as its goal the amount of $10 per
member, we could easily reach the $4000 needed. 
As soon as I get the final figures for 2004, I will let
each branch EF chair know the exact amount their
branches have contributed.  I would also like to
reinstate a raffle or a silent auction at the
convention to raise a little extra money toward this
project.  If anyone has any other suggestions for
me, please contact me at 775-826-7109 or e-mail
me at summerhill@sierra.net.

Arlene R. Summerhill
Nevada Educational Foundation Chair

mailto:byllied@nvbell.net


Rocky Mountain Region Report

Congratulations to AAUW for

• The Board of Directors voted to not pay
International Federation of University
Women (IFUW) dues for 2005. AAUW’s
annual dues would be $200,000, plus an
recognizing that Nevada's Linda

Sekiguchi is the right person to
take the position of Chair of the
International Affairs Committee.
Also, a great big "Thank You"
to Linda for accepting the
challenge of this job, currently

in the spotlight because of AAUW's decision not to fund
our International Federation of University Women 2005
dues.

Evelyn Cumming, RMR Director

Challenge and Opportunity

These are difficult times for AAUW. As a member dues
based organization our finances are relying on an ever-
decreasing decline of the member base. We are able to see
that at the branch and state level where we have smaller
and fewer branches…with the occasional successful
branch growth, which we applaud. Those growing
branches are our pride and joy! Some Board of Directors
budget decisions last summer were controversial, though
there was an agreement that we needed change,
modification and forward planning. Some details are
below.

• Staff and volunteer leaders have made many
across-the-board cuts. Staff positions were
eliminated; a six-month hiring freeze was
instituted; travel budgets were modified; Board
members’ reimbursement was curtailed; a
restructure of how we work as an organization was
begun.

• An effort to raise non-dues revenue has begun.
The One in a Million Campaign was instituted,
primarily to give AAUW Paid Life Members a
chance to contribute to help the organization
through tough times.  A contribution of $120 for
those who wish to participate, will go towards
rebuilding our reserves and ensure our future.

• An interim executive director, Pat Nichols, was
employed, with his first task being to lead the
organization through an evaluation of our
structure. The goal of the Board of Directors is to
hire a permanent executive director by the time of
AAUW’s Convention in DC in June, 2005.

increase of 50% voted at the IFUW
Conference in August in Perth. IFUW
currently has a task force examining ways
that the lack of AAUW’s payment can be
alleviated.  There is a website with further
information: www.ifuwsupport.org.

AAUW is not alone in facing tough
times…volunteer organizations throughout the
country face similar challenges. That said we feel
strongly that we must survive and thrive to continue
our commitment to education and equity for all
women and girls. Our strength is our dedicated
leaders, members and staffs, who believe in our
mission, are sure that we must prevail in order to
continue the progress of those who went before us,
and move forward with the conviction that the work
is the right thing to do. Email questions to me if you
wish.

Evelyn Cumming, Director
Rocky Mountain Region
Legend18@sbcglobal.net

Diversity

To all of our beautiful diverse women out there, this
will be short and sweet!
 
I am proud to be a part of this powerful, diverse
association.  Because we are diverse, in every
aspect of our lives from love to learning, may I
applaud our ability as women to see these
differences and embrace and live them!
 
To those who celebrate Hanukkah, Posadas,
Christmas, Kwanzaa, or Winter Solstice may this be
a magical time. May we all be thankful, for our
differences make us who we are.
 
LET’S ALL CELEBRATE LIFE!

     A
     A
 U
 W
 NV

mailto:Legend18@sbcglobal.net


at Numa Elementary on Nov. 5th and 6th to raise
Reno

Reno branch’s annual fundraiser was held this Halloween
and again proved to be a great success. We raised almost
as much money as we did last year, which was our banner
year. Congratulations to Martha Jessup, fund raiser par
excellence, and her phenomenal workers. The money will
be allocated to the Educational Foundation, Legal
Advocacy Fund and to local scholarships. The major local
scholarship that we donate to is the Wings Program at
TMCC. This program assists re-entry women, many who
are single with small children.  Our past donations to
Wings are paying for tuition and childcare. As with most
branches, we will begin planning in January for the next
large annual fundraiser. We are already planning on a book
sale in late spring to fill the coffers. You will receive our
invitation to the book sale event.

In the last Sagehen, there was an explanation of the
Empowerment Pin and an order form to purchase the pin.
The explanation left off the history of the design. An
article explaining how the design came to be is being
published in the December Chanticleer, the newsletter for
the Reno Branch. For your information there is a copy of
the article with the order form in this issue of the Sagehen.

Fallon

The Fallon Branch successfully co-sponsored a Churchill
County Candidates Night for school board candidates on
Tuesday, October 19th at Churchill County Junior High
School.  Our co-sponsors were the Churchill County
Education Association, Churchill County Classified
Employees Association, Churchill County School District
Administrators, and local school PTO's.  Branch members
were presented information on the Ballot Questions by
Marcia deBraga, assembly woman candidate for District
35, at a dinner meeting at Jerry's Restaurant on Monday,
October 25th.

       
Members of the Fallon Branch will be selling their famous
homemade candies at the Starving Housewives Craft Fair

funds for local scholarships for women returning to
college.  Sheryl Faught will be our guest speaker on
Nov. 15th at the Ag Building at the Churchill
County Fairgrounds.  Mrs. Faught will tell us of her
adventures teaching in Africa this past year.

 Boulder City

29th Annual AAUW Holiday Home Tour
Boulder City, Nevada

Saturday, December 11, 2004
Time: 1:00-4:00 P.M.

Donation: $10.00
To benefit AAUW Scholarships &
AAUW Educational Foundation

For more information or tickets contact:
Valerie McNay 702-294-4204

vjm50@earthlink.net

Tahoe Nevada

What an exciting election year! AAUW Tahoe
Nevada got involved with local elections by
presenting the 6 candidates running for 3 IVGID
Board seats with a chance to participate in a three
question forum at our October dinner meeting.  We
were very fortunate to have Mary Jukonis, the
publisher of our local newspaper, as the facilitator.
Mary skillfully and delicately managed to keep all
candidates on track and as a result we had a very
successful event.  The candidate forum was open to
all and this resulted in a tremendous turn out. Now
that the election is over, I am proud to say that
AAUW Tahoe Nevada’s own Bev Mapps won one
of the trustee seats. Congratulations Beverly!

Capital

Two Capital Branch Fund Raising Efforts

FEAST OF CHOCOLATE
This event is an all you can eat CHOCOLATE
Buffet for $6.  Incredible cookies, fudge, candy,
dipped strawberries, brownies, and cakes.  It is a
casual, family friendly event that all ages seem to
enjoy equally.

EVENT: 6th Annual Feast of Chocolate
WHEN:  Saturday, February 19, 2005 (Presidents'
Weekend)
TIME:  11 AM to 2 PM
WHERE: Carson City, State Library and Archives,
100 N. Stewart (at the
corner of Musser Street
PRICE: $6 per person, all ages.

 

In the Branches…



Tickets are available in advance and are perfect to include
in a Valentine card.  Tickets are also available at the door.
For tickets or more information call Flo Bedrosian during
the day at 775-687-1632 or in the evening at 775-267-
4515.

PECANS for SALE
Pecans have been available since the 1st week in
November and are going fast!  Each year we get a
shipment from the current crop sent to us for the best
quality you will find ANYWHERE!

We are already out of the shelled halves!  But, still
available are 3 specialty varieties - chocolate covered
pecans, caramel/chocolate pecan clusters, and
cinnamon/sugar glazed pecans. They come packaged in
decorative bags suitable for gift giving and the clusters are
individually wrapped within the bag.  Each bag is 12 oz.
for $8.50.

Call Shirley Hammon in the evening at 775-882-4195 to
ask about current availability.

Money raised from the Feast of Chocolate and through the
sale of pecans typically meets our goal for the Educational
Foundation and provides 3 scholarships at $1,000 each.
This is an impressive accomplishment for a membership of
about 30 branch members.

Las Vegas

Florence McClure Documentary

The Las Vegas Branch and the Women of Diversity
Productions, Inc. will co-sponsor a benefit screening of the
Florence McClure Documentary on January 30, 2005 at 2
PM at Binion’s Horseshoe Hotel/Casino. Donations
received by the branch will be given to the Jean
Ford/Florence McClure NV American Fellowship. 

Individual members will also be helping to celebrate 100
Years of Influence, The Role of Women in Shaping the
First Hundred Years of the City of Las Vegas which will
be a multimedia event held at the Las Vegas Art Museum
from March 18 through May 22. Details can be found at
www.womenofdiversity.org.

Additional Las Vegas Branch News

The Las Vegas Branch hosted Mary Jane Evans, State
President, and Evelyn Cumming, Rocky Mountain
Regional Director, at their November Breakfast meeting.
Branch members enjoyed meeting the officers and had
many questions answered.

The Branch is currently planning its Holiday Party
to be held this month.  Entertainment will be
provided by Showbiz Kids.  A buffet lunch will be
served.

Las Vegas is celebrating its centennial this May and
the Branch will be actively involved in helping to
celebrate this historic event.

Sparks

The Sparks Branch held their membership
luncheon in September.  The October meeting
was devoted to assisting the Reno Branch with
the Candidate Forums.

Most of our energy this year will be devoted to
planning the Nevada State Convention which
will be held at the Silver Club in Sparks, April
29 – May 1.

The book that the group has chosen to read and
discuss as a group is Reading Lolita in Tehran.

http://www.womenofdiversity.org/


THE ORIGIN OF AAUW NEVADA EMPOWERMENT PINS

In 2002, Janice Flagagan, President of the Reno Branch, asked Claudia Hoffer to think of a plan to raise
money to help members offset the dues increase at the national level. A plan was needed that had the
potential to raise at least three to four hundred dollars per year. Claudia enlisted the help of another Reno
Branch member, Margee Richardson. Together they conceived the Rent-A-Book Project. Books donated
by Reno Branch members were put into portable boxes and taken to interest groups, general and board of
directors meetings.  Members could rent books for fifty cents per book. Claudia felt that there needed to
be a way to identify the boxes with out printing Reno AAUW on them and came up with a design that
identified all the boxes as AAUW. Mary Jane Evans saw the design and asked Claudia if she could use it
to be made into a pin. The Empowerment Pin was born!

AAUW Nevada
Empowerment Pins Order Form

Ordering Information:

Name: ____________________________________________________
AAUW Affiliation: __________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________ 

For mailed orders, please include $2.00 per pin for shipping and handling costs and allow four to six weeks for delivery.

Mail orders to: Margie Evans
2640 Woodcrest Lane
Carson City, NV  89701-5752

Qty Type of Pin Price Each
Total
Price

Gold-tone (base
metal)

$30 AAUW-NV

Silver-tone (base
metal)

$30 AAUW-NV

Sterling Silver $40 AAUW-NV

10k Gold filled $50 AAUW-NV

Sum of Pins
Shipping
Total enclosed



AAUW-IFUW

The International Federation of University Women (IFUW Conference, Perth, Australia August 2004)
 
I was privileged to attend the IFUW conference in Perth, Australia, August 4-10, 2004.  How wonderful it
was to meet and personally talk with representatives from over 36 affiliates of our 78 member
associations.    I enjoyed meeting friends I had visited previously as well as the opportunity to make new
friends.
 
As with Stanford and Ottawa, I departed feeling exhilarated by the efforts and energy of our sisters
around the world. I am amazed at how much few are able to accomplish!  How impressive their projects
are.  Educated women are having a crucial impact within their individual countries.  I am proud we can be
associated with this group of motivated and influential women.
 
Initially, I attended the council meeting prior to the official opening of the conference.    I was interested
in President Nancy Rustad’s presentation and the response of the council to the AAUW board decision. 
After her professional presentation, using slides to show the finances and trends in AAUW, Nancy was
grilled for several hours.    She stood up well under duress, answering questions calmly and succinctly. 
Obviously, there was great concern about the loss of AAUW’s financial support and its implications for
the future of AAUW involvement in the organization.  In this meeting, great unhappiness was expressed
by a number of affiliates as to the decision and its timing.  Questions were asked about the input of
AAUW members into the decision and how members had been informed.  Several affiliates expressed
kinship with AAUW and some pointed out that the same type of phenomenon (reduced revenue, reduced
membership, and an aging group) characterizes their own organizations.
 
As an individual participant, I attended most of the business sessions since the interaction and statements
of the various affiliates was of interest to me.  I enjoy witnessing democracy in action within our
international organization—similar, I believe to the type of systems practiced within the United Nations. 
The possibility for all, regardless of the size of the affiliate, to express views and be welcomed for their
perspective, is gratifying.  Plenary sessions prepared delegates for the business session about resolutions
and constitutional amendments.  Carolyn Donovan’s report gave an excellent overview of resolutions. 
 
The most important constitutional amendment concerned the raising of IFUW dues by six Swiss francs. 
Concern was expressed for smaller, poorer affiliates and their ability to pay.  However, several programs
exist for assistance.  In addition concern was expressed about IFUW’s loss of 40 per cent of its revenue
(AAUW’s dues) and its ability to continue its work, and maintain its staff.   After much discussion, the
six Swiss Franc increase was approved.
 
I was gratified that Barbara Carey was able to announce that through a Virginia Gildersleeve solicitation,
over $20,000 had been collected to contribute to the IFUW operating expenses.   In addition, the Japanese
association made a substantial gift.

The emergency resolution on establishing a task force for studying IFUW’s structure and membership
was wholeheartedly supported.  A generous anonymous gift had been contributed with stipulations that
the task force’s main work be completed with recommendation by the end of this calendar year.  The
resolution additionally included the requirement that the recommendations be submitted to the council by
early next year and that a vote is taken by the council on the recommendations electronically or by phone.
I was most happy that Kathleen Laurila of AAUW was elected to serve another term as a vice president of
IFUW.  Her presentation to the body as a candidate was well received.  She also did a great job of
conducting several of the business sessions.
 
In the workshops on Saturday, I attended the stream on A Culture of Peace in which presentations were
made by women from the U.S., Nigeria, Costa Rica, Israel,  Uganda, Norway, Cameroon, and Ghana.  On
the seminar day at the University of Western Australia, as I sat in the session on the United Nations, I



realized during Griselda Kenyon‘s presentation that I had met her in a private home in Cape town, South
Africa in 1995!  I also attended The Way Forward in which various suggestions were given for curtailing
expenditures and for streamlining IFUW systems.
 
I was excited to contribute materials from branches in CA and NM for our projects night   notebook and
display.    Within our IAC committee, I had designated a group of affiliates for the five members in
attendance. Each member was responsible for contacting a representative from those affiliates.  The
assignments assisted us in organizing informal discussions and in attempting to touch base with every
affiliate represented.  Reports on our conversations will be forthcoming.  Unfortunately, only about two
thirds of the affiliates were able to send representatives.  I spoke informally with women from France,
Switzerland, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Israel, Thailand, and South Africa.  In addition other conversations
were on-going during lunchtime and in the hallways.
 
The conference included opportunities for interaction in seminars, workshops, social events, and meals. 
The opening night and closing night galas were most enjoyable and memorable.  Australia night featured
local foods, wine, art, and indigenous dances. I was happy to be a part of the Virginia Gildersleeve Fund
VGIF gatherings in which further information was given about projects and membership.   Evelyn
Mafeni, from Cameroon, was very vocal in her gratitude not only to VGIF, but to the AAUW Educational
Foundation for funding.  Five members of the AAUW International Affairs Committee (and ex officio,
Nancy Rustad) were able to meet several times face-to-face. We touched base on activities and clarified
roles.
 
All-in-all, I highly recommend attendance at IFUW conferences!  I am looking forward to Manchester,
England in 2007!
 
Linda Hiebert Sekiguchi
International Affairs Chair

 



Correct mailing of AAUW Nevada’s newsletters depends on an accurate member database –
United States Post Office and e-mail. If you relocate please notify AAUW Nevada Treasurer
Shirley Hoffman. This will ensure that you receive your copy of The Sagehen and also AAUW’s
national publications and mailings.
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Mission Statement: The American Association of
University Women promotes equity for all women and
girls, lifelong education, and positive societal change.
In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a
diverse membership.

AAUW Educational Foundation: The AAUW
Educational Foundation provides funds to advance
education, research, and self-development for women
and to foster equity and positive societal change.

AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund: The AAUW Legal
Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support
system for women seeking judicial redress for sex
discrimination.

Diversity Statement: In principle and in practice,
AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There
shall be no barriers to full participation in this
organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age,
sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class.
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